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African Trade 


Cannot but hope, after ſo long a 
tention, to ſee. a brief Con 


the great Aﬀair-of the 


now de 
M0718, is Tees, bo both, the Cot 
and the Separate T are to 
bring ja their ſeveral es for earned 
the Trade. ; fe Es 

I am not- o arrogant to alcribe any 
to this Paper, in. baving fo, often (aid 12 
Year as well as now, that-this was the EG 
ſence of the' QueſtionThat the whole 
Clamour ought to be reduc'd to this A ws 
Head——Aod that Talking of any Thing 
elſe was. td talk in a Circle: But I m 
ſay; I bave wonder'd, that other People, 
who have puſh thjs Cauſe at the Compa: 


before the Zouſe of Come in 


- 


o ſo far about—and make ſuch 

diſe about Circumftances, when 
ion, that vg can wh ken 
18, -wD1 rade 

the .Trade is 


—— was afiy otber Queſtion 

Caſe—— If the Separate Traders cannot 
 ſecore the. Trade as well as an Excluſive 
dy, then I think, with Submiſſion, 

thy have ja wy of any thing elſe, Is, as a 
4id. ſeems to be nothing at all to 

Luna ety in an open Trade no 

Fooderp can begiven to preſerve theTrade, 
ſeems to me a moſt certain and undeniable 
Trath,Agd Ihave not hitherto ſeen the leaft 
Attempt to prove it otherwiſe ; the Gentle- 
men 
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men indeed ſpoke much and long about. 
Miſmanagemeats and Miſapplications, Ser- 
vants 'accus'd Maſters, and Mafters Ser- 
vants ; Friends betray'd Friends, and even 
Converſation was brought upon the Stage, 
and Iam ſorry to ſay it—a Kind of Warmth 


, e fide eſpecially, that had 
appear'd, on on peciany, 21" the Netrewe TIG thre wr 


but little Regard to Dzcency or Go 
Manners- | 

The Article of Trade it ſelf alſo came to 
be debated, in which wiſe Men ſpoke ignc- 
rantly, F.. .s haftily, and K...s like-them-. 
ſelves But all this was off from the 
Buſineſs, not a Word of ſecuring cheTrade, 
The Separate Traders ſaid, the Company 
had interrupted the Trade z the Company 
ſaid, the Separate Traders had ruin'd the 
Trade——s And both theſe might be very 
true, but not one Man, as ever I heard, 


offer'd to ſay, they could preſerve the- 


Trade, or would give Security to preſerve 
the Trade, without a Company.  _ 

Before I go on in this Argumeat, it 
can't be amiſs to examine and ftate cleagly 
what it is we mean by Securing theTrade z 
and the ſelving this will of courfe lead us 
zato all the reft of the Argument. It has 
already been decided the laſt Seſſion of 
Parliament—— That the Trade to Africa 
3s a uſeſul profitable Trade to the Nation, 
211d onght to he preſery'd = ard I need 
rot ſpend any. Body's time to make that 
out ; The Colonies in America, who are 
{upplicd with all their Servants or Slaves 
from Africa, are ſofhcient Evidence in the 
Caſe, and who very well know they can't 
be preſery'd without it. | 

[It remains then to determine, What we 
mean by Preſerving or Securing tbisTradez 
and this is beſt explained, dy letting the 
R-ader into the Circumftances of thy 
Tradez ſuch as theſe, Viz. (1.) That the 
Trad: is carrizd on with Heathens and Peo- 
ple without Government, where you can't 
Treat by Ambaſſadors, or Manage your 
Aﬀairs by Envoys and Refidents—— That 
there are a. Mnltitude of Nations with 
whom you Trade, and with whom you 
muſt Treat, whoſe Cuſtoms, Manners and 
Language are different,who are tied by no 
Laws, obſerve no Rules, bnt att juſt as 
meer Nature dice: ; and that there is no 


Correſponding with them, or Managing by 
Negociation, much leſs can we have our 
FaQors or Merchants refide there as in 0+ 
ther Countries ; There is no Gzneral Head 
or Governour, ta whom you may have re- 
courſe, or from whom you may obtain Re- 
dreſs in Caſes of Injury or Oppreſſiga from 


Trade be carried on meerly by Fopce, and 
you carry on your Commerce- as Princes 
make Treaties, Sword in Hand. 

2. You are to obſerve, That our Neigh- 
bours the Dutch, French, Portugueſe, 5c. 
but eſpecially the Dutch, are our Rivals in 


this Trade—— and that either by Force or 


Stratagem over-powering the Natives, or 
Wheedliog theay, or other Methods, they 
have all jn their Turn diſcozerd their 
good Will to pull down and ſupplant the 
Engliſh Trade there, and this by ſeveral 
Methods, as is very ealie to make-appear, 
and indeed has been made very plain on ſe- 
yeral Occaliong———— Now againſt -both 
theſe Articley, ig/has been found the only 
proper Meats of Preſervation, to: carry on 
the Frartezby Force, -and by*beilding Forts 
and Block-houſes in 'eonvenient Places, to 
ſupport our Commerce, and defend jt, as 
well agaioft tha'Treachery of the Natiyes, 
as againſt the Forge and Power cf our afore- 
ſaid Rivahs——— And Experience has not 
only. convinced us that this is the only way 
to preſerve the Trade, but the ſeparate 
Traders, and the Witnefles they brought 
to the Bar of the Houſe in the laſt Sefſhon 
of Parliament, OWN'd ifm—. Nay, I beard 
One, and one of the forwarde$s, of the Se- 
pirate Traders Bvideaces fay in the Houſe— 
That' ke hop'> none would pretend to al- 
ledge, that it was not abfolntely neceffary 
co preſerve the fait Forts=———— But be- 
yon all this, it was allow'd by the Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, that the Forts 
and Caftles onght to be preſery'd, 
This brings it down to the preſent Qne- 
fion, vi7-, Which way theſe Forts and Cas 
files can de-beftſernred''?' And now we are 
to ſee what either' Side can ay for it—— 
T (hall gueſs at what they can fay tiow, by 
what hey did ſay before, which, till they 
ſhall ſay ſomething new, wifl 
for a fair way of judging. 


Pals with me 
The 


7 The Company ſay, That being. form'd 
and eftablifh'd,, and a Capital Stack fab. 
ſcrid'd aud paid in— their Eftabliſhment 
did contain Terms and Provifions for the 
Preſervation of the Trade zand their Char- 
ter is a Pledge for them, that they will 
perform,aud, as a Body Politick aze.able to, 
bind themſelves to Performance ; and this 
really ſeems to have @ Bottom, to build an 
Argumetic upon, and is 'an effc&ual Secu- 
rity to the Nation, that the Trade| ſhall 
be preſerv'd; becauſe, whenever they fail, 
they are liable to a Puniſhment or a DiC- 
ſolution 43 and the Power that created them 
may ſet up fuck other Powee and Perſons 
as they ſee Cauſe, who ſhall more effecu. 
ally perform it 3; and their Sybſtance who 
forfeit, .ma2Y Bia ſoine meaſiry, capait to 
repair the Damage. 3 7 | 


— pe 
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[523 } 


ſerye the Charge : Tadeed 


be, all 


The ſeparate Traders agreeing that th® 
Forts and Caftles were: to be = Sox re 
tha', at the the ſame time, they would 
pretend to leffen 'em” to a very infignifi-- 
cant thing, propoſed that 'a certain Mult 
or Indultos ſhould de laid upon alt the 
Traders fos the:$-uppart uf, that Charge; 
and this they ſaid might Pp mr t to pre- 

there, 
they only aid it might be ſufficient, they 
were modefter than to ſay ir was a Cer- 
tainty.. 

And thus between May-be and May-not-- 
theig Security for the Trade refted— 
What they will.be pleav'd to offer farther: 
now, will quickly be feen—— And I | 

.on to- conſider it as it ' comes. in my- 
ay. 


—_— — —— —_ —_— 


__ MiscELLANEA. 


'Enter'd a little laft Review upom the 
- SubjeR of Ban as what the Par- 
liament ſeems inclin'd 20:take into Conli- 
deration ; 1 nawdtha-twokacal Extremes, 
upon. which alt the. Attempcs of Relief in 
this unhappy Caſe have hitherto {plir.' Vip. 
The Crnelty of Creditors, and the Knavery 
of Debtorime I readily acknowledge, the 
laſt is very much the Cauſe of the firſt, or 
at leaft it is very muck the Excuſe for the 
ficſt—— Burt it is certainly true, thatiAnger 
may-be usjuft, and ongbe to be reftraid'd, 
tho? it proceeds from juft Grounds. 
' I began to'ftate the Caſe of the two Sorts 
of Bankrupts that make-up the Term, viz. 
The wilifu}, fraudulent; defigning Bankrupt: 
And this coafifts of two Sorts; (1.) Him 
that breaks on: Purpoſe, with Deſign to de- 
fraud his Crettitors $5 or, (2.) Him, who ha- 
ving, been- dblig'd by Neceffity to break, 
takes Occaſion by Frand, Reſerve, and 
Concealment, to bring his Creditors to a 
ſmall ,-.and- rebuild . his For- 
tunes out of their juft Ducg—— Of theſe 
I ay——They merit no Quarter z Compal- 
ſion is not a Debt to them z they ought, like 
the lefs guilty Highway-mgn, be efteem'd 


Felons, and diſmiſs'd Human Society at- 
St, Tyburrs — No honeft Man can ſay one 
Word for them, but as Solomon ſays: of the 
Murtherer, Les bim flee to. tbe Pis, let no 


Han fo him: 
But is another Kind of Bankrupt in 
the World, for whom ſomething more may 
be aid ;. and I'l firſt give you his Chara* 
Qer, and then recommend him to the Mer- 
cy of the Parliament 3. he muft be ſome-- 
thing leſs than. Haman, that- can-wiſh te 
ſhould_ not be gity'd and reliey'd, * © 
ITE Ent or 
ETaDiC C1 >01Ps DAVE DECN.LaKen, 
or bis Houſe has been burnt, or be has becn 
(orpriz'd ia bis Trade by Goods falling on 


— his Hand, or his Charge iocreafipg, and 


bis Family decaying; He conſumes, or 
Knaves break jn his Debt, the Laſt.the moſt 
coxmon, .or by ſame ſuch Thing unforeſeen, 
Gs. ſo to him inevitable; he is. forc'd to 


break, and he calls his Creditors together. - 


The Man, honeft in Principle, tho 'di-- 
ftrefſed in Circumftances, calls his Credi- 
tors together, offers frankly to ſurrender- 
all he has in.the World to them upon 
Oath, to pay them as far as it will go» But 


